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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: IN THIS ISSUE:
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By Stephanie Ellis :

Photos and quotes provided by Sherri Harvey

| “In a world fraught with the
[ pressure and responsibility to
serve others, and (o
constantly plug into the
world around us, being cut
loose from purpose, even if
only for a short time, felt
sublime.”
-Cut Loose from Purpose in
Tahoe National Forest

I’m sitting in a restaurant reviewing my
notes for the interview with Sherri
Harvey - a writer, horseback rider, animal
advocate, photographer, educator and
current faculty member at Foothill. I was

as prepared as one can be for the
interview and full of excitement.
Being an avid reader, I find the
opportunity to interview an author mind-
blowing. I am an educator, a student, a
sister ... the list goes on and with these
different roles comes the pressures and
responsibilmes to serve others,
something we can all relate to.

So, to have this moment to interview a

writer feels like being cut loose from m
world. It is a chance for me to explore the
world of writing, while gaining some
insight and guidance not only for myself,
but for others who feel the pressures of

society.

an Eng

«J think about how little control
any of us really have of our
surroundings. Really, of our
lives.”
-Costa Rican Mojo

In walks Sherri Harvey. She greets me
with a warm smile and welcoming words.
We take a seat in a corner booth to help
get away from all the background noise.
he immediately put me at ease with her

friendliness and our interview turns into a : =
conversation - one that I will never forget. f e

1OVes anything horse-rely
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Sherri Harvey was born in 1969 in
Indiana. Her love for travel came from
her mother who worked as a ticket agent
for Delta Air Lines. Growing up, she
always had her nose in a book.
Madeleine L'Engle, A Wrinkle in Time,
was a favorite.

‘At a young age, she began her lifelong

love affair with animals. She couldn’t

stand the sight of animals being locked
up in cages and became a vegetarian at
the age of 15, something very difficult

\ to do in the Midwest when dinners were
rt of meat and potatoes.

duate school, she rescued a

| .
racehorse with a broken leg and her

passion for animals was once again

. ignited.

“An animal advocate Is
someone who believes in the
right of animals 10 exist without
fear of abuse, exploitation or
Jxtermination. Some people feel
chosen to do this work. Animals
find them. The slow unraveling
of this calling does not /mppe;z
overnight; in fact, it’s a slow
unfolding over a lifetime of
paying compassionate attention
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o otnel [y

"I need to be likeable.

relatable, 1 need to b
allow my insecuriies
o my readers

In 2000, with an MA in Fiction, she
started teachin, writing composition
classes at San Jose State University.
After 15 years and a million hours §
felt she had lost her

to be

ont humble...
to shine through s

grading papers, she )
creativity. e can see themselves 11t my
Although she started publishing i o
2013, it was slow—sgoing and she neede : : Stories. . g, comes
more inspiration. S0, in 2015 she went - The Story of My _lflj(’ Becomes
back to school to earn an MFA in My Li /6
Creative Nonf}:ction‘ During thxf; [;_me, :
¢ her first creative nontic ion Nnsods

fr}::rr‘gi?,t Drifzk the Moon. Harvey’s humility is what r;\altes her

In 2016, after a trip to South Africa, articles unique- She commumcanf?rlces
her creativity was re indled after a effectively, using her own ex;;? e -
South African horseback safari, and an She shares her insecurities, whic! i

be dark but also humorous- Harvey also
cctives in her

shows us different ers
stories, connectinggea ers to the people
and animals in them and allowing us to
really feel them. She makes us rea
understand her characters, VthCh in turn
Jeads us into our OWIL self-discovery-
While conducting my research, I
found a part of myself in her stories. I
to every article she

T am not

elephant encounter which had a

profound impact on her.

This experience led her to travel
writing. In 2018, durin her last
semester of grad school, she took a
travel writing class and discovered that
life is about the inner and outer journey
as well as the stories we share with one

another.
In 2019, Harvey was assigned a job to was able to relate

photograph an Oprah Winfrey’s Girls’ i d
gzngge?rmse or the Triple AAA Eizggg;fi}:)egd;vaﬁz:n 1 say every-
; Sy X H lso eives animals a voice and
liSqo,ok%ow does Harvey find time for it Sho‘a;rsv 3}51 ?hz? \%ggan learn a lot from
%I 15 secg(r)llérsii g;fi(:ﬂ(_ 1shher first priority. them. After her adventures tracking
it the rest of het b clephants in South Affica, she WIS
with an attitude of gratitude by Wr?tsing travel essay called The Real King of b
§§§ldsmg’ and photographing what she 2 i Lénglf;, St(lie found that the elephants
s passionate about: other peo le’s tﬁep and respect the presence £
stories. She feels grateful for it all, and (r)negg:g gn\sif;‘%fv anteid tfotﬁhare t{l o
e rest of the world.

she stays humble.

Harvey was the photographer for Oprah Winfrey’s Girls’ Getaway Crui
S Tuise.
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